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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Claims 1-27 are presented for examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis 
for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Birrell et al. (6,185,551) (hereinafter Birrell) in view of 
Smiga et al. (6,622,147) (hereinafter Smiga). 

4. As per claims 1, 10, and 19, Birrell discloses a method for creating 
thread-of-discussion electronic mail messages for chained electronic mail 
messages in an electronic mail system (figure 4), said method 
comprising the steps of: 

parsing text of the body (col 7, lines 24-30, col 15, lines 16-50, col 9, 
lines 52-67) of a chained electronic mail message (col 11, lines 30-33) into 
discussion entries (figure 5), said parsing being performed by finding 
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delimiters and message segment indicators (col7, lines 39-55) within the 
text of the chained electronic mail message (col 11, lines 30-33); 
quoted text (col 9, lines 52-67, col 15, lines 45-50), 
sorting said discussion entries into a preferred order (col 11, lines 24- 

30); 

reducing the discussion entries (col 7, lines 9-14) to discussion information 
by eliminating redundant and unnecessary information from said discussion 
entries (col 7, lines 9-20); and 

outputting (col 9, lines 25) the sorted (col 11, lines 24-30), reduced 
discussion entries (col 7, lines 9-14) into a single message having a 
thread-of-discussion message format (col 11, lines 35-40, col 12, lines 15- 
24). 

Birrell does not specifically disclose chained email-messages which indicate 
the beginning and ending of two or more discussion entries wherein each 
discussion entry represents quoted text or content produced during a 
previously-performed message forward or message reply operation; 
However, Smiga discloses chained email-messages which indicate the 
beginning and ending of two or more discussion entries wherein each 
discussion entry represents content produced during a previously-performed 
message forward or message reply operation (col 37-38, col 45-48); 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time invention was made to combine Smiga with Birrell because it would 
provide collaboration between users and efficiently displaying the parsed and 
linked structured output of the emails. 

5. As per claims 2, 11, and 20, Birrell discloses step of parsing the text of 
a chained electronic mail message into discussion entries comprises parsing 
a Simple Mail Transfer Protocol message (col 1, lines 39 -40). 

6. As per claims 3, 12, and 21, Birrell discloses step of parsing the text of 
a chained electronic mail message (col 7, lines 24-30) into discussion entries 
(figure 5) comprises parsing a Hyper Text Markup Language message (col 2, 
lines 60-65). 

7. As per claims 4, 13, and 22, Birrell discloses wherein said step of 
sorting said discussion entries into a preferred order comprises sorting the 
discussion entries into a first-to-last order based upon timestamps 
associated with the discussion entries (col 11, lines 24-30). 

8. As per claims 5,14, and 23, Birrell discloses wherein said step of 
sorting said discussion entries into a preferred order comprises sorting the 



Application/Control Number: 09/714,756 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2154 

discussion entries into a last-to-first order based upon timestamps 
associated with the discussion entries (col 11, lines 24-30). 

9. As per claims 6 and 15, Birrell discloses step of reducing the discussion 
entries to discussion information comprises removing extraneous 
non-discussion field and formatting information from the discussion entries 
(col 7, lines 9-20). 

10. As per claims 7, 16, and 25, Birrell discloses step of outputting the 
sorted, reduced discussion entries into a thread-of-discussion message 
format further comprises replacing full electronic mail addresses for authors 
of said discussion entries with short names or abbreviations associated with 
the full electronic mail addresses (col 10, lines 33-44). 

11. As per claims 8,17, and 26, Birrell discloses of merging text from a 
chained electronic mail message with text from other chained electronic 
messages associated with a common chain group (col 7, lines 9-20). 

12. As per claims 9 and 18, Birrell discloses further comprising a step of 
automatically addressing a new electronic mail message to one or more of 
members of an associated chain group (col 1, lines 31-33), said new 
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electronic mail message containing said sorted (col 11, lines 24-30), reduced 
discussion entries in a thread-of-discussion format (col 11, lines 35-40). 



13. As per claim 24, Birrell discloses message output creator further 
comprises a short name label creator (col 8, lines 34-41) for substituting full 
electronic mail addresses associated with said discussion entries with short 
names associated with said full electronic mail addresses (col 10, lines 33- 
55). 



14. As per claim 27, Birrell discloses said message output creator further 
comprises and automatic message address generator for automatically 
addressing a new electronic message to one or more members of a chain 
group (col 10, lines 33-55). 



Response to Arguments 



15. Applicant's arguments filed 04/27/04 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive: 



In response to applicant's argument w Birrell fails to teach 
parsing a chained message..", the examiner respectfully disagrees. 
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The Birrell prior art parsing text of a chained electronic message into 
discussion entries, sorting those discussion entries into a preferred 
order, reducing those entries and reformatting them into thread-of- 
discussion (col 11, lines 24-30, col 9, line 25, col 11, 35-41, col 15, 
lines 1-55). Therefore, limitations are met by the reference. 



16. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to 
expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a 
first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action 
and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE- 
MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply 
expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Mohammad A Siddiqi whose 



Conclusion 
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telephone number is (703) 305-0353. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, John A Follansbee can be reached on (703) 305- 
8498. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



MAS 




